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: _L MISSTON OF THE HOLLAND OFFICE..

The Holland Office was gotablished in Jm% w.,.gﬁﬁ fw %ﬁw

purpose of investigating the help given by Duteh. %
 American and British aviators who were foreed to'e ide the |

6 or Aike research sincs @ dabe W@mmm
- to the umam m tes counterpart, and the srigina

T e undéerground 4 vo the wly aﬁmw of the wﬁ_» tiem
-0 of that esuntey, and were in %ﬂ@ positdon of hewing an effice .

. alfeady funsbioning on yﬂaﬁ@w}pﬁn& astivition ia@w from the. day =
noe of Brabant, south of the Weal ?iiﬁeﬁﬁ”g» .
a@m}mw& m@zﬁ‘ﬁ, and aftey mwrwma of the norbhern pro-
d up to Wassenasy. Theveforss the I. 8. 9 welt, which o

and had $he ovigingd plang for operstien in proces
mﬁ” m@ M@Mi States mﬁ% W*mm e %’m ww mﬁmﬁa W&%«W@%M

ﬁw mwm& of ﬁ.‘m h@m&mmm% mzm um ‘#&i@m ﬁ‘w

, ,mwgﬁﬁm swards to be givén 4o Dubeh mmm@ wlw had w&%ﬁmﬁw a
- materially to the escaps and evasion of fmericen end Fritizh perdemmel. -
- These v detions were to be mads on the basiz ef the mmﬁiw m& e
. by of the evesion help given, ami won the smout of personal &
_riszk in that aid. The resormendationy were to arise sl of & ;mm
~eonference of the Bribtish and &mmﬁm uribe o bring both wite in
-aoourd on bhe fivsd Sfewd sdved by ary helper of Allied pilotes The -
- work was, fivet, eensidered to wesult in & Joind sward of the Aritish
and Aneriean goverimeads, with the possibdle inelusion of the Dubeh
govarnnenty bub wag mmm medified o & poliey af sepivebe awards, .
o] mmw smm«mh the mwwm ef the Thteh mwmmmm% WWM%W%%@% fmmmﬂ




no differentiztion had been made by undergroumd workers in the
handling of evasion personnel of the two gevernments, helpers
were o be recognised for thelr work irrespestive ef the Ameriean
or British nationality of the persomnel which they had aided,

An sdditienzl duty of the Holland Office was to ascer-
tain the existanes of any ¢laims which might be oubstanding or
fortheeming from Duteh Nationals as a direct resuld of their
evagion help. In the begiming it was not clear to what extent
there might be persons ¢ligible bo file claims against the
- Alliés for difficulties such as deaths end impriserments Sl
had srisen cub of volunbayy work done to evade dewned airmen.
The elaims policy itself was in the formative stsle, and ve-
quired further definition fer accurate application in the
region, Winor claims for losses of erticles of clething and
food, snd vehicles such as bicycles, were sebtled by fellowing
- the British precedsnt of obtaining parcels and bicycles as ex-
. plained Below in the seclbion on c¢lalms. , o

, @Mﬁ&?ﬁﬂﬁ OF THE UNIT.

‘Phe unit epened with an organiszabtion of two offipers and
o enlisbed men, Flovis D, Hartog, 1st Lis. WAC, O-35L6031 snd

. Bghe lux He Ewald, 32900931 arriving in Wassenaar on the Zist of =

. &m@ 1?13% '!--"”é‘ :ﬁ‘rﬁ’ﬂﬁm ﬁ? QWE&W’E’?@ 3..5% E&"ﬁa@ﬁ“‘ﬁm&ng m {3393.;, o
Bobert M, Mitchel, 16185945 joining them on the 1sb of Julye The . °

organization was first considered to work direytly with the office

. guarters, sepsrated snd established an individual working offige.
" Cooperation continued ¢losely with the British effice; but work

of the Ameriecan wvnit functionsd independenily. ‘ ‘

. Frenklin De Coslett, prometed from 1sb L. to Captain
after assignment, was the officer in chavge of the wnit, and wasp
eppegislly suited to this sssignmend, baving himsell been an eva-
der following the foreed landing of hie plane in Helland in the -
Spring of 19hh. During his evesion time he had becere well sequain~
ted with underground workers ef the Amsberdsm ares, and was well
aware of the difficnlities surmownbed by thosse werkers to hide and
transpért downad Allied persomnnel. Likewise, this experience made
him partieularly semsitive to the needs of thasse people, snd his
efforts to reimburse in some mesgure those persons who had been
loyal belpers of the pllots was great from the stert. Hlg entire
period of service was merksd by an untdring effort to accord these
helpers the reimbuesement they most needed, whebther 1t was reple-
cement parts for a bicycle damaged in tramsporting evaders, assie-
tance in getting & visa and travel permlt through diplomatic repre-
sentabives, or recognition of finsnclal ¢laimz srising out of loss
of important members of pilothelping families. His desire %o ses
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all helpers recognized in one way or ancother led s energetic
pagcing of his co-workers, and constant pushing of his invesbti-
gators, When any area was 1o be covered, he explained elearly
how it wes his intentions thal every helper sheuld be contached,
if possible, personally, and one of the outstanding resulte of
the office’s work was the personal contach achieved with the
majority of the thousands of cases handled.

. Lbe Hartog was the administwative offiser for the unit
and centinued in thet capaeity wntil his redeployment in December
19k5s Having been born and raized in Helland, grﬁw to natursli-
satlon as an Amerdcsn citizen, he was abls to take charge of the
development of & records section in %he Holland Office and cene

ucted much research on the tracing of eseape routes. Investigi-
tors were added during the month of July %o conduet the agbusl
field work, ¥re Rolf Nathsn, & Dutch National whe had worked for
Amorican installations in France; began investigations in the
Ansterdan ares, and later expanded to cover much of the avea bew
tween The Hapue and Amsterdam, For lisson with the Dubeh, Officer

‘de With of the Netherlands Army joined the unit,

. Candidate Bernax of &l i
and eontinued for a period ¢f a month and g ,,
- and lisison officers When he left the wi%, lisison setivities
- weve combinued Jointly with the British through Lt. Bittenheiwm,
_ o Inthe administratien of the umit, problem of supply,.
~ housing and méssing and transpoviation weve difficult because
“of the distance of the unil from organised lines of supply of
the Tnibed States Porces, The SHAEF Mission $o the Netherlands
- was the chief representative unit in the vieinity, and had %o -
be relied upen for the drawing of rablens, and for the securing
of eivilian persommsl. Housing wes arranged through bhem with
the British Towm Wajor, and twe bulldings were sécured in the
first month of operationss The sddress of % Floemcamplasn was
the first secured and hap served ss living guerters and office
throughout the existance of the unit. This sddvess also becams
dmown 4o all Dubeh eivilians with whem the unit had contact es
~the mailing and visiting address of this unit of the Military
Intelligence. In the middle of July a second house in Wassenaay
was placed inito use as living gquarters for part of the assigned
- persommel, its address being 176 Wittenburgerwege At 4he end of-
Cetober; the second house was relessed, and the unit moved to
sn 18th century fermhouse at 35 Raaphorsilean for iiving quarters.
This building had been sccupied by 085 "Misgion Helanie¥,
Supply of some of the furnishings was arrengsd through Mr. Kroon
of the Political Research Depariment of the Duteh Goverrment,
and lbemz of furniture that had belonged to impriscned collabow
rabors were alloted o the use of the unibe.
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The servies of Duteh elvilisns wars arvanped through the
{linn lebor Office, whe wove responsidle for the

sment of thedir wsges wnbil an Undbed States mw ffice was

sstablished, first in sntworp and then in Robterdam in iJib. &b

,mﬁM@zﬁmmﬁnﬂﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmm’m&W&ﬁ

ww%&mw M i“ W@mﬁ-” '@zg;hm ﬂm@ &@wmw mz‘ %m :gmw m
M mmm ﬁwﬁ'«mﬁ* Emwﬁw :m 21l of Folland, and secondly, ‘imwmmv
sbanss United States ardnonse shups, The nearer

; m@«m >' aim%ﬁ ﬁ’f‘%ﬁiﬁwﬁﬁw menoe services of highe
sy m&mw* mwh«:ﬁm mﬁwgm@gggg : 7 4, ¢ o Bt
'WMWW W%@Mﬁ@m m m@mﬁ,ﬁ ,mﬁ

w&amm mﬁ wwmhm %m&@%mwmm Hervice e vt Do
@mm& parks and major e gy dntusrp @m&w mm s m@m
Howavar, by the and @;:%‘ m«m :@W pafidedemd ‘

pailable with the ssalg 5 of Joeps gxm% sa;' tr

on the 30th of Tums o 1;‘;@35;5 8 il moss ‘@m @m@mm L fo

the Helland Dffies, m%éa patioms e SHABY
¥igpione Bouipment for the s %&%ﬁ; guch as rofripsvator, kerosens
stoves, chinm, kibehen Wm; and & %a%@ was @mm m‘rﬁ&y
from the 058 Selachment in Wassenaey, g AN M
registance groupe oub of ﬂﬁmﬁ‘mvﬁm%@ﬁ ﬁ%mm ﬁwp ‘:’e;gr of mh&mm
was later shifted S the rations brepidewm in Anbwerp, with &
weekly fvip inte Felgiom to drew veblens for Hha wwm Ay jﬁ%!%%@ﬁ

3. OPERATIONS OF % BOLIARD ﬂ”?l@?@a

Operations in Holland begen by sounipping e wnit with repsris
ghlained from evaded pevsonnel and from intervigw forms 7illed oub
by relessed priseners of war, Higceilansous sourges sf plich belpers
nomes wore furnished slse from Britieh investigablions which had been
in progress fov two months when the Mplland Office wep esbablished,
and, in M%’%M’n@ from eivilian censership offises. The Tirsh reporée,
ralerred to as ¥ & B reports, were the end product of the wartime
reseprehes of the WIS Det »wg"rﬁww% working in coopspetion with the
e To 9 goohion of the British Foress. In these reporis the pilots
who wera erecuated to Inglend or to liberated territery from the




evasien mmmm mebiened either the nsmes or made references o
persons who bad helped them in Holland as well zp the other
countries traversed in evasion. ¥eny of these reports were very
indefinite in their references, and 1% was only with great
difficulty that the ma jority were traced by investigabers. In
addition, ene of the diffienlties experienced tracing helpers
from the refersnces in the E & E's was the facht that many helpers
working with the wrderground ergenizations were themselves hiding
in a region vemste from their actual homes. When located, many
were at an eddress Home distance from the place of reférence,
 Bles, many of the hm:a.ﬁwaa m& made use of memmﬁ negen in their

erk»

The BAMPD mpﬁr% baken from Repatrimted Allied Mﬁ.ﬁﬁ.ﬁaﬂy
Persormel, had been £illed out by the released prisoners of war,
very shoptly after their mlea«w, when they were not much concerned
mi‘f‘h evenis &f mm past; and were &»m@z&;&liﬁﬁheﬂ fm* the most pard;
‘uvav u,y PEEE nuxms. me&;um&uau:zg Tut 3 Jﬁumv.mxw.my after & &Hm had
" been g:wm to them in proceseing upon velease. Thus, the mejority
of thede forms webe either incomplete in namin z helpers, or wers
dncorrect in their refersnces er the spelling of those references.
: %ﬁemrtm:mgm the RAMP reports gerved as an &Mtﬁ.mal imporbant

' source of mames of helpers of pilotss

- B@maw s0 mey of these mﬁ’amma& demanded | move empmm
- informabion as te locebion and proper idembity, Jﬁs was decided
o eonduch izwm%dg&@iam ’ﬂy locating the investigabor, snd there
be codld persemally conbach mewbers of the uhdergrownd wg&*ﬁmﬁiﬁﬁi
and ferret out the meny ellot helpsrs whe otherwisze would have gone
tzzaid%ﬁﬁ.w or unfounds Hach such helper found upen inm@’hﬁ.g%iﬁg
-an originsl veference usually vesulted in references to severzl mere
with whow the first helper workeds It was in this way that the files
from the original seversl hundred references to a file of over
- ten thoumsand. Moreover, ihis close personsl contact with the indi-
%ﬂmm involved in pilot helping dizcloged the sumet doballs of the
evasion practices, and brought out the invelved charscter of the
transporbation; gulding, and bousing of the evaders. In many cases
this included two or more personsg who giided and cleared the way for
a single transport of only several kilowebers, and at other times the
evader was shifted from hiding place to hiding place every few days
to avoid his being detected by the CGerman polices 411 these factors
acted to increase the mumber of persons who ran messurable risk in
the evasion of pilots, and further compiicated the problem of jden-
tifying eash W,msm who dealt with sven the shortest legs of %ﬁ

pilodet Jourpay
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The @m@_m procaday SRR L5

& ‘ glong the following pa %Wn **ﬂllmﬁng m mwaz.

' aﬂmmﬁ-ﬁm%mw wmﬂhm&mm%%%hefﬁmwwg ,

: ’ spances e pilot helpers, having been placed on indes

‘by internal pelitieal provinces of the coumnlyy,

the iwwss&gaw who wus preparing to work in g
j {patorte job then wes to establish himsels
ipil eitien of 'mv_a Wm&my make eontact mﬁh the

y m& WM&% the police sgencies of the avea. From

: learn the mzwmﬁ xp%%%m of @

0 '5 ah the same bine dedern 3

: mﬂm of %&fm WW o whom he had refevences. & Wmm%m wm%

. was then begmm of the entive arem o effeot persenal visite ab the
homes oy working places of all p&mm mmm as M&lmm With them
the investissbor filled oub & f&m guestismaiy »
the services of the helper, fumished %;m @i”fﬁ% with & wmm @f pEr-
sonel deta by which the sahgm%wmﬁ.,per wman slonrly i@nﬁ&fﬁmﬂ, and
%yw?m’s&m eould be relocated in the fature. If 1t was knewm by

m&wﬁ the identity of the 1lisd ym&m or pargons o helped

was aise swiered on the ferm, wmm a phatensnt m‘ frem whon s

' m&m& was mm&mﬁ& and b whom el

S ; r the vislt with the helper, e,
' : sanally the a%m%ﬁm of %m fmw w hiper g
; ; - the exmenbion of mm ﬁ&}%
%ﬁ‘ the Holland
soepsity in eacou~
ors e f‘iﬁa m

%m ‘bm@fmg &f smeh invesbigebor whem he [
¢ bhe precedent of the Io Hs 9 urdiy Captain Dosiett arvangofl
sigttion of elothdng wnd food paredls, end other itenm

&mzmh 29 WEF&M for & mmm to helpers by the visibting lnves-
tigaiors. In a cowrley wheve such ilume were dedinitely anong Yhe 4 7;/
searce or nonopistent materisla, these were weloonsd 8 Ll 3
sonds by theae ml@m whe move docmsd dupertving of them. Purther,
the personsl visits of the investigators, mfwﬁrz w&%%a the wove ogaumal
nelpers affordsd the Office detelled mﬁﬁgﬁg@i of the m‘“ﬁmﬁi&%ﬁ%

- ipwelved in the svasion organisations, end a clesrer view of Bhe

terrain over which the evasliens were Mf@ﬁma

" fipen veturning to bhe home office in Vassenmewr, the invesitiga-
tor filed his reporte, submiiting the ww%mmmmw %o the records
gachion for further ohecking snd rosearch, as well as finsl prgparabion

&/




Lo mzzf@mmm diﬁﬁ%ﬁ on and approval with the British counber-
: parbs The information en the mestionmalre thus subplbied wes
g supmsrized on ha&%m cards; the pilot names vwere checked for
! ﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁ.@ *am:ﬁ'ieaﬁm ageingt the £ & E reports and the RAMP
45, references to other pilot helpers lknown o the subject
edded to province lists for future investigation, and the
re placed on £ile pending conferencé. ¥hen the
cape had been veviewed by the offizer in charge of the Holland
Gffise, 1% wis %1:% mw ;fmm% sonferanne Wm&a & representetive
ol ‘k&m Britdsh unit; weually %&,@M Findemelplght and the Duteh
liaisen offiser, @ﬁﬁmﬁm Bobbenhein, wad ghven :&m £inad, alg-
cussion and grading. The mm@m. of thise ,fmm% conferansey was
rectrded in wfmm confersnce minutes, and the decl m&@mﬂ therain
wers gompnicated $o Paris. %‘m final action of the 5 reouit-
mendation wﬁfwe«m% was compund @ AT
form of & sumary of W&ﬁ %&hm@&fﬁm Wwﬁ“yﬁ%

help given by the azibj&wwh%i?w. 4 final £ils af gusstiomalre
el subesguent sorrespendense was pade of sll completed cases,

T WA T St o AN wvﬂq%w‘wwwm Chae  SMAShEN
i spondence with Duteh edvilians grew to such an extent
in the mw%z mcsm@h that 1% war seon to * B WM'W m %m
mm wm ﬁiﬁf e wfm; ﬁa@%ﬁn Gosletd hived & som
churge LevE amﬁ me

for m mﬁ%@m B&xwg Jan | s Thila :
pllet mlwﬁ and vas songidered

tamsne opesndsers fn Hallaed. As the w&m&a of mﬁ fnoreased
with mm:%ﬁmg this Wﬁmw%mﬁmmmﬁaw Il
lebters as well as B0 W 211 guastionns mt ceme inte
the offTics. ¥r. Vmmes § m:t}yr%&i i rand 21l 8
sorrespondence, and m%mm sotion on wﬁﬁ,m 'I’n aﬁﬁmﬁm
visibors to the office were mwmmﬁ m&& ad By him.
franslator sevvice was yees OUE *ﬁffm iﬁ%@fﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ@z‘ ﬁm‘%ﬁm
of the Dubteh &rmy with hesdquard ndlowen, snd per ]
whe ﬁ'}.ﬁ#wﬂ en deteched ssrvice @Ymﬁm %m wﬁm Fz*«m 'a-m wzzﬂw
the Holland Office mﬁmwﬂ the services of ist Id. dules Kem,
and &g% Pober mmg Sohe dmsk ?ﬁ%i«?ﬁ& gzl Bghe Jan van Eok.
Fhese Duteh inbsrprebers worked both iﬁ the tranglator sestion
and on figld investigabtimns.

Indicaiions of the anount of work engaged in this first
helf vesr of operetions can be recelved from the record of cases
bandied by the sbove desoribed methed. Fron the opening of the
Holland Office mntil the elnd of the yesy 1905, appreximetely
seven thousand casss of pilol helpers were enbered in the files
of the Pritish and fmerican Offisss. Of this tolal spproxinstely
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Pivs thousand wers being handled by investigutere frem the Amerdean
Section, Twenty-five confevrences had been completed with the Bri-
tish and the Dutch from which wore than two thousand recommendations
for avardz were completed. These thousahds were transmibtted to Faris
headquarters in the ferm of swmmeries of services, accompanied by
identifying personal data on each ease concerned. On the financial
side, e’ght cases invelving claims againet the United States had been
completed snd gubmitted for approvel of the Paris headquarters.

Lo FIELD INVESTICATIONS OF THE HOLLAND OFFICE.

daptain Cosletd began the fleld investigations of the Helland
Office with the retracing of his own pilob escape roube, and be
rengwing vonbacts he had made during his menths of hiding in the
Amgterden and Zmolls digtrichba. Czpt. Coslett had been shot down

in the Ewolle aves, and had remsined for some months in hiding
at meny addresses in that distriet doing active work in the lecal

: undevoround sroups During that dime he had mede the scquainiance
: of many of the prowminant leaders of the ares, and upon revisibing
' ‘ them was sble bo seoure their ccoperstion in the further fnvestie
gabions of the sren. Binee much of the pilet routing wis swecuted

. - threugh persens in and shout Amsherdam, c¢onteclts there proved -

*f . " especislly velusble in ssowring the cocvpersiien alss of underground

S ~ leaders in the outlying districts of Holland, From Amstevdam,

"’:r ‘Coslett enlavped his contacts by visiting Arnhem, Deventer, Hapder—
wijk, Zwolle, Gremingen, and Sneek. He was accempanied on these

trips by a revresentative of T. 8. 9, Lte Kisks For this work he
arvanged to have preliminsry distributions of guestionnaires made
through the sxisbing undergrowmnd lesders, so thet a more accurais
ides could be obiained of the extent of the Job 4o be dons by the
Bollsnd Office, For this purpese Coslebt sdopted the use of the
qusstionmaire form that had been develeped previeusly by the British
in their investigations prior to the esteblisgment of the fmerindn
Offiees 1t was a printed form with the questions presented in Dubeh.
A supply had been promised for the work by Major Feawe of T, 8. 9.
Ve, Bolf ¥athan Joined the wnit on the 13ih of July, coming
, , from a directive post in & CGermen Prisoner of War Camp in the Reims
o ares of Frence, and, being a Dutch civilian with a pre-war business
. in Amsterdsm and the Hague, was able to effect ready Jocation of
pilet helpers from the references furnished. Following a coverage of
fukbbrdam, he moved to Utrechd, and centinved investigations in that
area, twrning up another group of helpers, thelr imporitsnce arising
from the Tact that Utrecht is & communicatins hubd in Helland,subsequent-
1y it wag s necessary point of chanmeling mary of the moving evaders




Nathan moved into the Robterdam region later, and investigated
that regiom south and west of Dordreechb.

In order to have a central peint frow which to work in the
northern provinces, Caplain Coslestt established & mmbinatim
offies and dwelling place in the ocommu ity of Zwolle Lo be z red
as an operational branch offies with the I S» 9 Office, lst L
De Maria, joined the organisation on 25 July, and was sent do %xﬁ.a
location with Offiger Candidate De With of the Duteh Awmy as his -
interpreter. Captain Coslebdt hed opensd the investlgatiens of this
offiee by u personal visit aided by L. Eilek of I, 8. 9, who re-
mained 0 represent the Brivish, in mwmwm;im with :E;"l;}e Pe Uzpia
and De With. Gosletb bad benefited in c;mm% Wmmﬁﬁm‘w zﬁ?mm ?ﬂﬁ
personal contacts of hie own evasion daya, &nd effected interviews
in both Zwolle and Ommen himeselfs The first heavy mm em bk
vestigations came from ihds aresy; and taxed the existing offiece
fW&& of the Wassenasr office, the staff work theve ‘i%aizig done
.q Lts Harbeg and Sgbe Mitohell. A this poink alsp the extend

of olaime 4o be placed by h&g@a w&m estimated to be very Hneons
 siderebls, many of the helpers burning down $he possibil: @‘W of
- filing olains mmwhﬁn they fell within exleting qualificatsons
~ This condition continued generslly rue %:mu_ Fuk
tigntions é m prﬁmmﬁw adhered Yo by the 1

" invelved bedng that their s
reinboureenent, and the prefe

- on %ﬁm m%w&m@mmh

. Wren Tk, ‘éﬁw@m jﬁm&é%ﬁm‘aﬂi&w%agimmgwf&ugm
19.553 investigations were expanded inbo still anobher syes, with
this offiper sent to the Lohterhoek sres of bthe &aiﬁwm provinee,
This officer was of Dubch ancestry so that he wus #ble o cenduct
investigations directly witheut aid of an MWWWu The Tdesl

rivey was congidered ag the mﬁ“&zﬁ% %@mwg of lmerican investl

tdems in Gelderland, with the remmining portion handled by m«:mm

) iﬁ?ﬂm:ﬁ.&{&wm &

- The provines of Ureningen was spened te i.i’., 8» investigations
when Officer Gandidsbe De With, serving slse as Duteh Idaisen
officer with the Holiand Office, began his resesrches in that sves
with the aid of L¥, ven Wijngparden of the Bridish 0f£fice, Thae
early reports frow this area deslt melinly with American pllots, amd
#ince verification was more readily pessibls from the fmerican E & §
repurts; the enbirs a¥es was seb aside for complete fmerican investie
mmﬁmm Howover, De With was recelled by the Duboh Army in dugost,
and iwmmwg&%ﬁmm were hold up dn that ares for several wesks wnbil
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awards recommendations wis begun. However, beeause of the diffi
-ty of sbtaining Us §, military personiel,  ahd

another officer was procursd.

Investigations wers opened in the provinee of Friesland
late in September of 19L5. For this area the services of It.
Antonie J. Dwars of the Netherlsnds Rijkspolitie were secured,
and he esteblished himself in this nerthern prevince along
with one of the Americsn seldier drivers of the mit. This use

of giher than an Américan offiser as the chief investigator for

an area was not desirable aecording to the prigindl intentiens -
of the hesdguarters wait when the work of investigating mml}i% B

;

further ALffipalsy
arising out of the recall of such officers as Lb. De Mapia and
Lhe Harbog, the use of investigators from other sources wag deemsd
imperative to the furtherance of the work. Presedence for this

P?&ﬁti@@ WS fmz‘*niﬁhﬂ{} by ‘bh% Bﬁiﬁi&h Gﬂﬁ.ﬂ%f{?%@ ?mi'@, m@hx .

from the start had utilized Duteh Nationals which had been tegted

- b

, of the Us S, Army in the contect of helpers, emch such ine
gator was accompanied by American dvivers . :

For coverage of the provinge of North-Brabant, one of the -

southern provimpes of Hplland where a consideveble mumber of

evaders vecefved assisbance, Lte Hingel and /S Deloby, interpreter,
were established with sub-headquarters st Mlerlo, south of Eindhovens
fere ‘they worked in eonjuetion with bwo teams of I. S. ¥ persommel,
Bamerous pilbt helpers in this district were asscciated with the -

‘perder-crossing activities of evasion, and move frequent handling of

pilobs vesulted from the jockeying o place the pilet in the mosd

advantageous vowte for the actual crossing inte Belgium.

In Septesber and Ovtsber Li. van Wijngaarden, st that tiee
gspigned ss Duteh Liaimon officer was carrying oub investigations
in the province of Drenthes; and was in constent relation with the
Us Se officer Li. Couriney, who was working in the adjoining .

- provinee of Overijsel. Lt, Barbog, upon return from Pards, mainbained
-gontact bebween the provincial investigators and the Hassenaayr
- Office by making a tour of the provinces to supervise the work of

the investigstors. This achieved the additional service of assuring

- uniform handling of conbtacts with helperse

The work in the Drenths area was taken over by Li. Joseph
Burke of the U. 8. Army during the month of November 19L5. Lte
ven Wiingssarden had been recalled and demobilizmed by the Dubeh
Intelligence Service. With the 2id of an interpreter, Lt. Burke
brought the majerity of the cases outstanding in thab area %o
complebion, and combined his early conbacts with special twips
to distridbute bicycles to helpers who had lost their vehicles
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through their aid to evaders. During the same period, the work
in the province of Overijsel ?}W more complicated by the
uneovering of a quantity of previecusly undisclosed references

to pilet helperg.db. Courtney was conbtinuing his work in this
area aided by an interpreter, Er. Wubbs Graafhuis, himself a
pillot helper of considerable worthy and persionally familiar with
the intriecacies of evasion channels and operations, The chief
reasen for the increage in that area is that, following the
investigation of pilot help completed by the mesbers of the
underground erganisations, It. Courtney turned up & great nusber
of helpers who had been mmbwwa of no crganisations whatever,

and who hed had oniy casusl contect with other helpers. Thevefove
through systemstic checking of the villages he was able %o cbtain
references to the helpers who weve effective in isplated I@M'Emi

" 1st Lt. Feliz Bilgrey, began mrk:ing with the unit replacing
Hingel in the ares south of Bindhoven and in the neck of ﬁﬁﬁam*g

.pmsri.me. »
» %ﬁaﬁ%@mﬁa@%&y@r%%mﬂﬁw@m&ﬁwm

overage of the areas mentioned . f‘~»n.m1}yaﬁmw$mmmw
having been the am&pﬁm rmym%mw of the Aweriecan uni® in
its eocoperation with the British counterpard. Ma ‘&Em m& @:E the

mx*mé m‘i&ﬂ 1 gamam iﬁ’hﬁ» ::-- ain Gosl orted to A

© even sssistance way being a@wmﬁ o -&h@ %@i‘t«mﬁ aﬁ‘i‘w& %W mm.mg
investigators from the American office into the avess aspigned to -

 the British. In that veport Coslett made clear that of the total
cages on Tile (7000} %o the end of the year, asbout 5000 were being

 handled by the invesdigators of the Amevicas Secbion. This condition
was in spite of the fack that the Bribtish investigalden ﬁmwﬁmm S
began 1ty work & wonth or more before the establishment of the fme~
vican office, and further despite the faet that m offige stalf M‘
the British was much layger thin the American.

A emn‘&m% in @pammmm} and adminis

be made for purposes of resord bebween ‘H*ﬁ I. S. 9 unit and the
unit of WIS«X. Caplain Coslett realized that the duration of tims
sllowed %o complete contact with all persons invelved in alding
Allied escape pwwmwm would not be of an wnlimited nature, and
that, following the riormal policy of the United States Army, the
Holland Gffice might a% any moment be called wpen e draw %o a
close its fnvestipatieons and recommendatlions bo the hesdguavrters
Offices In addition, the policy of the U. 5. on the redeployment

of mrmy persommel was such that no member of the shaff could be mmw‘. Do




sidered to be continued in his eapaeily if investigator for an
indefinite perlod. With these two factors in mind, Captain Coslebd
was constently pacing the work of the individual investigabors
and checking them very closely in an effeort to prod them inte
the most efficient coverage of the areas sssigned. In this way,
 the American representatives were instructed and coached in the

policy of restrichbing wasbe motien, and working the maxcimmm
rumber of hours pessible. Twe visits to the same contach were
never made if one would suffice to gain the information pertinant
4o defining the services of the mubject«helper and ascertaining
the details of thal serviee and the pilots and other helpers
invelved. Bany of the investipators for She Kmericans thub
lgngthened the number of hours that should otherwise have been
expected of them to continue their investigatlons jong into the
evenings, taking only long enough to eéat & few sandwiches durdng
investigative trips instead of formally stopping an hour or wo
for o hobel dinmer. The mithentieity of helper elaims was as-
 dertained in the region itself by seeing all the helpers asso-
 glated with the case béing investigabed, or personally tracing
" the routes of iransport and housing brought cut in the inters

views, Investigators were eneouraged to remain with contacts

only leng enough to be consistant with the collectden of the
dewired information and courtesy due o persons being inter-

On the British side, the procedure was in the wain ome

that led %o extending yadher than limiting the time negessary
. %e bring the assigped mission to a complete and successful con=
. ¢lusion. First, agents were employed who had worked with the

- Bpitish Intelligence during the war, and, who were deflinitely .
associated with orgenized underground groups, In some cases these
agents were Dutch Nabtionals who bad besn given the specific war
misgion of organising clandestine groups for particvisr intelli-
gence mission or for the evacuation of pilots. Thils was a policy
" of definite valus in so far as these agenis had firsb knowledge
of the details of the evacuation work. It was a handicap in an
overall ssuse, since these same agents were sssociated for the
most part with the leaders of organisatlons, and were thus pre~
judiced in their recognition of centributions glven by persons
in the areas in which they had worked or in which they were
inveastigating. As an example of this, Coslett reported in Janmuary
of 196 that bhe most muddled terrdtory in the entive country
was that of the Veluwe area of Gelderland provinge, which was the
original working place of the Fritish invegtigatory and which had
been the only place where they had consistently worked withoub
pelp from the American offlice. 4 condition of c¢haos was te be
assmied in that area because of the Arnhem-Nijmegen operations
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whieh caused perinds of evasion for hundreds of gﬁmtmmpmmo
Investigation in this area was dime by Dubch civiliany with
whom British Intelligence Agents had had sontact ﬁ«miﬁg the
time of war. Tt wasm diffioult for them to assess impartislly
the contribution io gvagion of varieus mewbers of thelr res-
pective organisdtion groups. Likewige, in sowe instances, they
4id net take inte consideration persons who were totally une
allied with any organized group, many af whom rendered defi
and valuable essistance m 4:233@ sause. Yiner

'@wmﬁmw. f’ﬂ ima m Eorly
wffice %&: ahmew mpw
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HGIIAWND OFFICE
6801 MIS=X DETACHMENT
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
URITED STATES ARMY
AFO 887
28 June 19iH.

SUBJECT: Continuation of history of the Holland Offics.
Period Janmuary 1, 19h6 to June 30, 19L6.

TO : Hq 6801 MIS=X Detachment (Attention: Historian).

Ao GENERAT.

The history of the Netherlands Office of 6801 MiS-X
began with its establishment and organisstion in the summer
of 1945, and incleded its operations up to the end of the year.
In this first report it was pointed out that the British and
Americen Offices worked hend in hand in dividing the quantity
of work to be done, developing investigations in one province
after another until most of the comtry had been covered by the

end of the perisd. Policies were gradually developed for the
proper evaluation of information uncovered in the investigations,

and, by year's end the various degrees of awards, and the re-
quirements for financial claims; had been crystalized for the
greater parte. Among the handicaps to the work was a constant
lack of persomnel to complete all that had developed in the
first months of research. Furthermore imminent redeployment
threatened to take the majority of the persomnel originally
attached to the unit. Therefore the first peried of work in
the Retherlands is characterized by organisation, establish-

" ment of working policies, and by pressure to complete the

greatest bulk of the work with the personnel available.

Jamuary to June 1946, was a period in which the Hague
Office was busy making final investigations in areas for which
it had assumed initial responsibility. At the same time, work
began in the remaining regions to speed up completion of the
entire projects Newspaper and radic pubiicity was employed
to uncover sources of pilot-helping activities heretofore not
knowm. Conferences were speeded up toward the end of the
period to conclude joint British and American consideration of




f£inal cases prior to closing of the I, S. 9 branch. Arrange-
ments were started in June for the procedure to be used later for
the presentation of awards, and, by the end of June, plans were
being drawn for suitable ceremonies. This second period of work
in the Netherlands drew investigations to a virtual close, with
the exception of a limited number of verifications pendings

- The bulk of the work settled on completion of the records, and

development of awards procedures.
B, OPERATIONS OF THE HAGUE OFFICE, 1 January, 1946 teo 30 June, 1946.

Field investigations during the month of January concen~
trated in the prov:.nces of Nath Holland and South Holland. Investi-~
gators were locabted in Amsterdam for eoverage of the Nerth Hollend
district, and, with the combined efforts of five teams, the bulk
of cases were completed by the middie of February. Captam Coslett
had pressed American investigators to clear up the cases in their
former respective areas by the second week in January. Following
that time he began assigning areas which had originally been
reserved for I. Se 9 investigation. Estimates of the work remaining
in each area were submitied by each British investigator, and the
cases outstanding were divided among enough American agents to
complete the bulk in the shortest possible time. This policy
brought the American Office imbto contact with virtually the entire
region of the two provinces of North Holland and South Holland.

Lte Burke, Lt. Hingel, Lt. Bilgrey, Sgte. Initen, and Mre. Graafhuis,
were the five teams sent out into these two areas; where they
remained severzl weeks. Field investigations were also being con-
ducted in the provinces of Overijsel and the Achterhoek of Gel-

.derland.

Aid of the Netherlands press was enlisted in January teo
bring into the open possible pilot=helpers not found during field-
investigationses This gave all persons who had helped pilots a
chance o make the fact known to the Hagus Office. Newspaper re-
leases, requesting pilot<helpers to send their names and addresses
to Wassenaar, were given to the National information service,
which disseminated the announcement to newspapers in the northern
provinces. Responses from these releases appeared in the Hague
Office within a few days after being printed, and the quantity
received necessitated an increase in the working staff of inter-
preters and typistse. Jan Wannee, who was in charge of the cor-
respondance work, begar building a correspondance ard research
staff, which later became one of the most important sections of
the offices About eight hundred responses came in from this

first publicity projecte
Investigations in North Holland and South Holland were

-



virtually completed in the month of February, and teams were
sent out to clear up Zeeland and other parts of Brabant.

It. Hingel, working with an interpreter, finished his work

in the vicinity of ILeiden, South Holland, before leaving the
unit for redeployment. Mre. Wubbo Graafhuis concluded his work
in North Holland, and moved onto the islands of Goeree-Over-
flakkee, South Holland, and later onto islands of Zeeland,

It. Bilgrey concluded his own investigations in North Holland
during this month. Areas of Brabant were taken over from I. S.
9 and given to Sgbe Imiten and Lte Kan, Dutch Army members,
for investigation. The province of Zeeland was entered for the
first time during the month of February when Lte Richard F.
Dundore was sent to the main islands of South Beveland and
Walcheren upon his arrival with the unite. With the small
number of pilots and helpers accredited to this province,

the region was finished before the end of February.

Claims that had previously been granted were actually
paid for the first time during the month of Februarye. Lte
. Hason made this first trip with a representative of the I. S.

9 Office, paying elaims in the region of Overijsel and Gel-

derland. The original policy on the payments of claims was to
have a representative from each of the offices present at the
time of presentation of the payment. A more practical arrangement
was latér worked out to permit an officer from I, S. 9 to take

charge of all actual payments.

A second newspaper release was made toward the end of the
month, and plans were laid for a radio broadcast to take place
early in March. The results of both these measures were not
fully realized until the middle of March, but preparations were
made prior to that time by adding persomnel to the correspondance

staffs

Field investigations in the month of March were devoted
entirely to helping the British Office reach the many contacts
left in their areas of Brabant and Limburg. Graafhuis worked in
the vieinity of Eindboven and Roermond along with Sgte Iuiten.
Itse. Mason and Kan were in the area of Breda, Brabant, working
with the I. S. 9 agent assigned to that terrivery. Scattered
names that had appeared from all regions of Holland were investiga
ted on a sweeping tour of all provinces by Lte. Bilgrey.

These two southern provinces of Brabant as Limburg were
particularly difficult areas to investigate because of the con-
centration of evasion routes, and the intricate problem of crossing
the border into Belgium. These crossings in all cases involved
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special handling of the evaders from one national organisation
to the other, with the subsequent reprecessing of identity
papers. Many of the higer awards for the Netherlands subse-
i quently come from this area. It is clear then, that more exten-
o give investigation was required here than in any other areas

' The chief concern of the month of March was the results
cbiained from the newspaper and radio publicitye. A radic bread-
cast was g:x.ven on the fifth of March with a nation-wide hookup
to explain in a general way the desire of the Hague Office to
v hear personally from all pllot-helpers, or to hear about pilot-~
0 helpers known to exist in any regione An expla.nat:.on was given

about information thbat was wished, -and suggestions made as to
how best to submit the infomation. All correspondance was
directed to the Hague Office address of 36 Bloemcamplasn, Wasse-
naar, and the typist-translator staff was organized to handle
the incoming volume. Answering to the radio and news requests
were a great number of persons who had previously been either
too modest to identify themselves with pilot-help or had been
engaged in pilot<help quite separated from known groups. In

this way a huge volume of letters and postal cards began flooding
into the office from persens who had helped one or two pilots

in some remote spot, from helpers, who had been overlooked in
checking local organisations, and from people who knew pilot-

helping neighbors or relatives.

Results of the publicity can be measured by the quan—
tity of correspondance that entered the office in-the weeks
following release of the article amd the radio broadcaste
Within a few days an average of fifty responses entered the
office daily, and increased gradually to a maximum of three
hundred in one day. A total of about fifteen hundred references
to pilot-helping were received within the initial fortamight of
March, Within a month and a half about two thousand responses
were recéived that can be accounted to the publieity campaigne
References received through the mail were grouped by area and
turned over t¢ an investigator for personal contact, or, if
thers were no jonger investigators in a pariicular ares, guestion-
naires were sent by maile At the same time an increased number of
pilot-=helpers began visiting the office personzlly, the majority
being seen and interviewd by Captain Coslett himself, aided by
Lte Kan, and Jan Wannee. Jan Wanneey who was in charge of the

correspondance section, made a practice of personally examining

~~ each piece of mail that entered the office, and direciing it

properly for action

Field investigations in the month of April were practically
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at a close in all major areas. Captain Coslett had been pushing
both the American and British offices to submit to conference
all cases that were to be considered. It is fortunate that he
had adopted this policy, because he was called away from the
office on the 25th of April for emergency redeployment to the
States, The majority of the work had been completed prior to
his departurs, and virtually all of the higher awards had been
presented and approved by the joint conferences with the British.
However, final investigations were still being conducted in the
province of Limburg where Lt. Dundore was working in cooperation
with I. S. 9 agents. In the province of Brabant, Lt. Kan from the
U, So Office was helping the I. S. 9 representative finish up the
area around the town of Breda. Miscellaneous investigations were
5411l going on in other parts of Holland, but on a limited scales
Aside from investigations two trips were made to distribute
second-hand bicycles through Brabant and Limburg during the monthe
A total of about 150 bicycles were given to pilot=helpers at this
time. ‘

When Li. Joseph Burke became administrative officer of the
Holland Office, with Major Walter D. Creech as Officer in Charge,
most of the activities of the office had concentrated back in
Wassenaar itself, instead of out in the provincess The administration
of the office was reorganized to clear up the backlog of paper
work left by the former concentration of the staff on field investi-
gations. Administration included translation and typing of the
great mumber of questionnaires that had been filed with the office
and the research necessary for proper verification of pilot-helping
claims made by correspondance with the Hague Office,

This later research included doublechecking references
made on submitted questiomnaires, and often involved extended
correspondance with the helper concerned. In addition, all cases
finally decided upon, had to be properly entered in the unit file
systems, and forwarded on lists to the Paris headquarters,

This same work continued into the months of May and June,
with special investigation trips made to settle claims cases and
decide several instances of pilot-helping that additional informe
ation had disclosed as false, or based on falsified statements.

In one of these cases, an inhabitant of the province of Limburg
had constructed a noticable claim for pilot=helping on the basis
of fraudulent statements s and was utilizing such ascertains for
his personal ambitions. This particular case had been started by
one of the British investigators, and when no satisfactory con-
clusion was achieved, the case was taken up by one of the American
investigators. The resultant research disproved .the false claims
of this man, named SANGEN, and his case was closed by dropping
him from consideration for a recommendation, and by the additional
action of strongly admonishing Sangen for his attempt to falsify

statements to a U. Se Army agencye
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A concerted effort was made during the later part of
May and the early part of June to close all but a minimum
number of cases, and clear them through joint conferences with
the representatives of I, S. 9, British Army. This counterpart
unit of the Hague Office received a closing date for their work
of 20 June, and final decisions of a joint nature had to be
made prior to that date. The staff of the Hague Office went into
an overtime session of several weeks to translate and prepare
for presentation several hundred slated for Jjoint consideration.
The British Office actually moved out on the 23nd of June, and
cases handled after that date were passed with American appreval
only. Prior to their departure the filing systems of the two
offices were checked one against the other, and an effort was
made to correct omissions or errors that had arisen in one or
the other system. Major Creech and It. Burke were redeployed
early in the month of June, and It. Bilgrey was named Officer
in Charge.

Other activities during the month of June were arrange-
ments with the Military Attache to the American Embassy for
securing proper clearance from the Netherlands government for
awarding Medals of Freasdom. At the same time summary plans were
outlined and presented for the actually awarding the Medals in
ceremonies to be held at a later dates

The extent to which the investigations of the Hagus
Office covered the provinces of the Netherlands can be sesn
readily from a summary of the areas that were visited, and by
the number of cases that were handled by U, S. representatives.
In the northern part of the Netherlands the provinces covered
included Friesland, Groningen, and Drente completely handled
by the U, Se Office. In the eastern part the province of Over-
ijsel was investigated by MIS-X along with the Gelderse Achterhoek
(the eastern part of Gelderland). The western provinces of North
Holland, much of South Holland, and 2ll of Zeeland was investigated
by American agents. Brabant and Limburg in the south were ori-
glnally T. S, 9 territories, but final analysis discloses that,
aside from the principal cities, the area was covered by MIS-X.
The central provinee of Utrecht, and the Veluwe area of Gelderland,
were areas covered almost entirely by I. S. 9 (British)e In addi-
tion, correspondance research conducted by the Hague Office spread
over all of the Netherlands, and contacted members of every region
and pilot~helping group. Of the 12,000 cases on file with the
Netherlands Office, approximately 6,000 had been contacted directly
by investigators from MIS-X. An estimated 3,000 cases had been
initiated through newspaper and radio releases, as well as through
references uncovered in their research. The remaining 3,000 cases

were submitted by I. S. 9 investigators.




B. RECOMMENDATIONS AND CLAIMS.

The policies adhered to for recommending awards in the
various grades established by the headquarters of MIS=X and
I. S 9 (Awards Branch) became increasingly well-defined as the
number of cases handled placed the contributions of individual
pilot-helpers in a more true relation to the whole. Some awards
or groups of awards that were made early in the conferences of
the two offices, later were reconsidered and raised or lowered
depending on the truer evaluation of the work donees In general
the policy on awards recommendations followed the outline es-
tablished by headquarters, but interpretations were of necessity
made by the officers representing the respective sections to
. adapt that outline to the specific problems and risks involved.

tne of the factors that had to be taken into consideration
in this local situation was that the Netherlands underwent an
occupation of a political rather than military nature. Because
of this difference the resistance movement in the Netherlands is
congidered to have been more clearly defined and organized than
in the neighboring countries of Belgium and France. Retaliations
for underground activities were correspondingly vengeful, and
pilot-helping was considered from the start of the occupation
as serious an offense as espionage. Only these two activities
were understood to carry a death penaliy. From the beginning even| .
those engaged in other underground activity were often reluctant '
to accept responsibility for pilot-~help. _

Grade 1 recommendations have been accorded to those
persons who are accredited with having been the chiefl organizers
of large groups operating over an extensive period of time. In
addition to their having been the organizers, they should at all
times have assumed active direction of operations, and in mors
than just local areas. Some exceptions to this general policy
may be seen however. Grade 1 has been accorded to persons who
assumed responsibility for and were in personal contact with an
exceptional number of pilots as in the case of Joke Folmer who
personally guided over long distances more than two hundred
pilots, and sheltered another large group for varying periods.
This was a case of little personal leadership, but exceptional

personal contact and initiative.

In all there were eight persons in the Netherlands
qualifying for the highest award of the Medal of Freedom. This
large number of Grade 1's has been disputed in numerous dis-
cussions on higher awards. Nevertheless each case has been fully
. Justified on the basis of total contribution as appearing in the
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local situation. The evasion activities of the Netherlands was
complicated not only by the vengeful spirit of the officials
toward the resistance groups, but also because of the geographic-
ally segmented character of the Netherlands. Rivers, canals,
and bays course the entire land and boundaries protrude out of
the central body of the country. Large and active groups worked
in the chief geographical regions of Holland with intercommuni-
cation only on the level of the chiefs and one or two courrier-

guides. Each group remained almost entirely separate and in

ignorance of the othere At all times minimum contact was main~

tained between members of individual groups so that the breakup
of one left the others unharmed. The individual contribution
of the chief personalities in these separate organization
equals fully the requirements exacted by the general policy for
the degree of Medal of Freedom, Gold Palm.

Generally speaking, the CGrade 11 recommendation was
accorded to these persons who were the chief organizers of
small groups operating over only local distances, or were active
sub-—leaders of large groups. In all cases the personal respon-
sibility assumed by the individuals concerned was over a con-
tinuous period, and involved acts of particular cunning and
courages The case of Johanmes Rombout, known as Jan Staart, is
a good example of this. Rombout assumed extreme personal risk
over a continuous period of time during the Sliedrecht operations,
but did not operate over a long enough period to gqualify him for
a Grade I, The number of pilots he helped numbered about fifty,
which was too few for a Grade I. However, this man was not only
the leader of the group doing the actual work, but personally
accompanied the majority of evasions involved. His extreme per-
sonal risk was associated with the fact, that evasion was accom-
plished over a difficult water passage, actively guarded by de-
fensive positions of occupying troops. A total of sixteen re-
commendstions had been made for the Medal of Freedom, Silwver

Palm, by the end of June.

Award Grade III was recommended to pilot-helpers who
transported roughly thirty to forty pilots over local distances,
who housed forty or more pilots for brief periods of time, or
who housed a smaller number of pilots, thirty or forty, for longer
| periods of time. This was a variable category, as was also the
award grade IV, and considerable discussion was necessary on
borderline cases. Subsequently, gradings within this category frequently
were changed on the basis of information received later in investi-
gations. Where claims for numbers of pilots helped were not verified
in total, but discounted after futher testimony from associated hel-
. pers, the case was necessarily re-evaluated. However, it can be stated
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that generally the conditions ennumerated above held true for
the advancing of recommendations in this gradee ‘

To illustrate application of this principle, the case
of Nico Iandman may be taken as an exact evaluation within
the grade. Iandmen organized the work of the border guards in
the vicinity of Maastricht, Limburg, and enlisted aid for
passing the pilots into Belgiume In 211 he dealt with about
seventy evaders, but over only local distancess Although he
maintained personzl supervision of the evading operations,
he always employed a second party to cooperate with hime
Since landman received his orders from the group chief of
Maastrieht, Major Symons, he is not the principal figure in
the ares, Therefore, his total work accomplished dropped from
consideration for a possible grade IT; and was evaluated as

a ITTe

‘ Grade IV's are noted for their having done a quantity
of transporting or sheltering over an extended period of time,
but are nsually not leaders of their groups. Into this category
fell persons who had helped fifteen or more pilots, had trans-
ported them over local distances, or had sheltered them during
a major period of times In cases where only ten pilots were
helped, the entire centribution was considered greater if the

" time of operations was extended. Sheltering was often for no more

than a few hours to a day, but in instances where successive
shelters are recorded for nearly the entire period of evasion
operations, recognition is recommended on the basis of depen-
dability and contimmed loyalty to the working groupe Again,
where the number of assists is limited, the element of risk

in the work undertaken merited recognition for the Medal of
Freedom, basis degrée. In all cases, however, the recommendation
of Grade IV for a pilot-helper, indicated that he was definitely

‘above the casual pilot-helping class, and was considered a con-

scientious evasien helpers

4 Grade V was generally given for direct contact with
at least one evader involving shelter of at least one night,
or personal transport over a distance exceeding about 15
kilometers. A five was alsco awarded in cases of initial contact
when the helper was the first to contact the airman  after he had
parachuted to safety. Subsequently, he actively aided the evader
to escape from his landing spot. Rescue of a downed airman from
his plane with instructions for escape merited a recormendation
for the Eisenhower certificate. In case of personal contact, but
for only a brief duration of time, it was required that a factor

_of danger be accounted in the aid, that is to say, a case in which
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‘the Germans were actively engaged in tracking leads on the
pilot's whereabouts. Included in the five category were
numerous cases of organization activity, but in which no per-
sonal contact was involved. This later interpretation was made
to discount from higher awards the contributions made to
evaders involving virtually no personal hazard to the helper.
Often it was found that underground leaders offered extensive
advice and moral suppert, but did none of the work necessary
to the success of operations. To the contrary, they remained
definitely in the background where their actions could not be

tra_ced to themselves.

A great number of pilet=helpers of a more casual type
are included in the category Grade VI. This was recommended
for general help given not necessarily involving personal con-
tact, Furnishing ration cards, suits of clothing, amd other
mzterial necessities of life fall within this category. Also,
helpers who entered into direct comtact for only a very brief
time, and in only one or two instances, or transported for a
distance of less than about 15 kilometers, were given a Grade
VI. Many helpers of the VI group have had their pilot-help
confirmed, but it is not clearly established that the risk in-

volved was taken entirely himself,

These gradings accounted for the vast majority of
persons who had assisted evaders, but are not the only persons
who were considered by the Hague Office in their awards recom-
mendations. For one reason or another, otherwise pilot-helpers
were considered to merit no award whatsoever, and therefore are
accounted for by a classification of NIL or NO AWARD. Such a
person may have done underground work nolt connected with pilot
activity, but has been thought by someone to have been a helpere
Others have not been passed for security reasons following a
check with the files of Dutch Security. When the person's
character and standing among the fellow members of his commnity
is definitely established to be poor, the joint conferences felt
it best not toc recognize officially the contribution made., Here
the factor was taken into considerabion of awards which might be
prejudicial to the American Government for any one of the fol-

 lowing reasoms: 1. The man was associated with black market acti-

vities, 2. He was an agent for the German govermment as well as
for the Allies, 3. He willfully submitted fraudulent information
to support his pilot=helping claimy Le He had a generally unsavory
reputation in his community.

When pilot-help was offered in time of actual battle,
MIS-YX did not advance an awards recommendation. 4 special section
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-had investigated and cited for awards persons assoclated with
such actions. The Arnhem droppings on September 17th to 20th
are rated as battle operations and have been accorded no award
from the Hague Office. Exceptions to this policy were made in
specific instances where medicael help was given to soldiers
who afterwards are known to have evaded. The area between forty
and seventy kilometers southwest of Arnhem is considered an
evasion area from 17 September. Here the droppings were prema-
ture and evasion attempts were frequently initiated. For the
operation in the vicinity of Assen, in April 1945, the airmen
involved were of French nationality and would not have come

- under the jurisdiction of the Hague Office for recommendations
of evader=helpers. However, the forces involved were fighting
with the 1lst Airborne Division, and the help was directly to
an American figh&in g force. Sheltering activities subsequent
to this action were rated as evasion. In cases when a pilot
was rescued but immediately. turned over to German authorities,
no award was given unless attempted evasion was thwarted for
some reason beyond the control of the involved helper.

A statistical summary of the cases handled and graded
by the Hague Office brings out the fact that up to the 30th
of June 1946, abomt 12,000 pnames had been entered on the files
and considered either positively or negatively for recommendation
for recognition. Eight persons were recommended for presentation
of the Medal of Freedom, Gold Palm, fourteen for the Siver Palm,
gixty for the Bronze Palm, and one hundred and sixty-three for
iy : the basic award without palme Totaling 245 Medals of Freedom
- recemmendation, In the lower categories, 5353 were recommended
for the presentation of the Eisenhower certificate, 2123 for the
letter of thanks from the Military Attache to the Netherlands, .
and 998 were placed in the group to receive definitely no award.
The remainder of the 12,000 names have been closed in the files
as duplicates under pseudonyms or underground addresses, or have
been accounted for as persons who were erroneously reported as

having aided airmemn.




